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This image was taken in a studio. Joe and I were shooting a gray tree frog and thought a silhouette shot through the leaf 
would be different and interesting. Many great nature shots turn out that way because they offer an unusual perspective. 
By Jim Stewart 
Natural Selection 
A Furman student's summer internship provides the opportunity to practice the art of nature photography. 
A11 Adam Drury knew last spring was that he wanted to find 
a summer internsh ip  in photography - in particu lar, nature 
photography. 
" I 'd always l i ked animals and the outdoors and had for 
years taken a lot of print photograph s , "  he says . " But more 
recently I 'd become i nterested in field techniques,  i n  where 
to go and what to look for to take a good photograph . "  
The best way to pursue h i s  i nterest, h e  reasoned , was 
to find a position that provided on-the-job tra in ing. Starting 
from scratch , he compi led a sho rt l i st of names and began 
cal l i ng around,  pitch i ng h imself to various photographers. 
On ly no one seemed to be h i ri ng. Some s imply said no; 
others were kind enough to offer h im leads: "We don't need 
anyone,  but you might try so-and-so . "  
Final ly, after two weeks of dead ends,  someone referred 
him to Joe and Mary Ann McDonald of McClure, Pa . Although 
Drury d idn 't know it then ,  the McDonalds are wel l  known in  
nature photography circles, having publ ished the i r  photos 
widely, written a number of books and di rected photography 
institutes and trips. (For more on the McDonalds ,  v is it their 
Web s ite at www.hoothol low.com. )  
And Drury's tim ing was good.  The McDonalds had just 
learned that the intern they had h i red wou ld be unable to 
take the job, and they were looking for a replacement. After 
a brief conversation,  they decided to take a flyer on Drury, 
who had one photography course under h i s  belt, and h i red 
h i m  over the phone. 
I n  mid-June Drury left h is  home i n  Athen s ,  Ten n . ,  and 
headed to the McDonalds'  studio in  Pennsylvania Dutch 
country, where he spent the next two months learn i ng the 
art and the business of photography. Often r is ing before 7 
and working unt i l  8 o r  later, he assisted with photo shoots 
and summer workshops, prepared s l ides and photos to submit 
to publ ications ,  handled requests for stock plant and animal 
s hots , and labeled and fi led s l ides. 
Along the way, he experienced the thri l l s  and frustrations 
of the business,  from wrest l ing a 50-pound tiger cub to 
spend ing an entire afternoon trying unsuccessfu l ly to capture 
the perfect shot of a tree frog in mid-leap. 
By the end of h i s  i nternsh ip ,  Drury had received a fu l l­
scale i n itiation into how a freelance photography business 
works.  Joe McDonald says , "There ' s  not much glamour  i n  
long days of  office work, but that's a huge part of  the job. 
I n  fact, there was so much work that some of the projects 
we had planned, l i ke working on digital fi les, we never got to . 
It was a great experience for us and, with Adam push ing us  
to  l ift weights with h im each day, an exhausting one! " 
Most s ign ificantly, Drury was able to practice the craft 
he plans on making h i s  l ivel i hood after he graduates i n  the 
spring with a major in  " Photography and Digital Imaging, " a 
program he designed by b lending courses i n  art, computer 
science and biology. He also hopes to return to Pennsylvania 
and cont inue his work with the McDonalds.  
On these and the next two pages are examples of Adam 
Drury's work, with his explanation of how he took each photo. 
As a result of his internship, Adam Drury's portfolio features 
a wide variety of scenic, wildlife and studio shots. 
The McDonalds have quite a few hummingbird feeders that, during the 
breeding season, have to be filled every day. The hummingbirds were so 
focused on food, I was able to surround the feeders with four high-speed 
flashes and could still shoot with my macro lens. 
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This shot was a good lesson for me: always keep a n  open mind and a n  open eye, wherever you are. I had been shooting an 
Amish hay field and, as I was leaving, I looked away from the sunset, across a street, through telephone lines, and snapped 
a couple of shots with my telephoto lens. 
I was up just after sunrise shooting flowers when I noticed these leaves perfectly dotted with dew. I took an entire roll to make 
sure that I got at least one full-frame, sharp image. 
Many times macro shots (close-ups of small objects) can be all about color and pattern. The repeating shapes of this coneflower 
were, I thought, the most interesting part of the plant. Since that's what caught my attention, that's all I included in the picture. 
The way the Amish bale and align the hay in their fields makes for some great photo opportunities. After some obvious wide­
angle sunset shots, I started moving around and trying different compositions. Experimentation and creative thinking are 
big parts of photography. 19 
